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THANK YOU!

DEAR MUSEUM SUPPORTERS,
WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!
There are many ways to get
involved at the Intrepid Museum.

BECOME A MEMBER
Enjoy free priority admission to the
Museum all year, plus invitations to
members-only events and exhibition
previews, advance sales for public
programs and much more! To learn
more, visit intrepidmuseum.org/
membership or call 646-381-5030.
BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Interested in volunteering at the
Museum? Please contact volunteers@
intrepidmuseum.org or 646-381-5058.
HELP OUR COLLECTION GROW
Are you interested in donating
artifacts and memorabilia related to the
Museum’s collection? Please contact
collections@intrepidmuseum.org.
HELP US CONNECT WITH FORMER
CREW MEMBERS
Did you or a family member serve on
Intrepid? Please contact Matthew
Costantino at mcostantino@
intrepidmuseum.org or 646-381-5271.
MENTOR YOUNG WOMEN IN STEAM
We are seeking dynamic women
from STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art and math) fields to
participate as mentors in GOALS for
Girls programs. If you’re interested in
sharing your skills with our students,
please contact Shay Saleem at
ssaleem@intrepidmuseum.org.

It is a privilege to join the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space
Museum as the vice president of institutional
advancement. What drew me to the Museum—
the living history it preserves, the legacy of
service it celebrates, and the wonder it sparks
in New Yorkers of all ages and visitors from
across the globe—is no doubt what motivates
your own generosity. I am deeply honored to
take the helm in fundraising for the Museum,
and am grateful for your meaningful support.
I look forward to meeting you soon and to
working together to honor, educate and inspire.
S I N C E R E LY,

ALE XIS MARION

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT DURING
OUR YEAR-END CAMPAIGN!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Starting on Giving
Tuesday, November 29, donations
made before the end of the year will be
matched dollar for dollar, up to $50,000,
thanks to a generous grant from Museum
trustee Stanley Hubbard. This means that
donations will go twice as far—and you,
as a supporter, will do twice the good.
Supporters who donate to the campaign
will also gain access to exclusive behindthe-scenes videos highlighting
the Museum’s impact and projects:
- A preview of our upcoming Skyraider
restoration with Eric Boehm, curator
of aviation.

- A special look inside the Concorde
with former captain Leslie Scott.
- An exploration below decks with
Jessica Williams, curator of history
and collections.
To make a donation and double your
impact, visit intrepidmuseum.org/support
or call 646-381-5271 by December 31.
Thank you for your support!
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ACCESS SPOTLIGHT

“I have an amazing
child living with
a developmental
disability”
THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT,

access programs at
the Intrepid Museum
have grown in all
directions. Every
year, more programs
are offered and more
families benefit—
families like Susana’s.
When Susana’s son Ian was five, they attended
their first Early Morning Opening at the Museum.
By opening early and turning off loud exhibits,
bright lights and sound effects, the Museum
becomes a sensory-sensitive learning environment
for families with children who are on the autism
spectrum or have developmental disabilities.
Susana knows that Ian needs small groups
and distraction-free environments to learn
academic content and improve his social
skills, which is why she has attended access
programs with him since 2012. He is now nine
years old, and he has made wonderful progress.
“Every time my child participates in access
programs at the Intrepid Museum, he learns
new information, practices social skills and
feels confident. . . . I love attending with him
since I learn a lot too.”
Her perspective, as a parent and participant, has
made her invaluable as an advocate and advisor.
As an advocate, Susana connects other families
with the Museum’s access programs. Her efforts
have helped the Museum reach more individuals
with disabilities so that they receive the academic,
emotional and social benefits of specialized
learning programs. “Access programs are highly
needed. Museums are not always the most
welcoming place for a person with a disability. I
like to tell as many families as I can how wonderful
the Intrepid Museum’s access programs are for
people with disabilities and their families.”
Susana also serves on the Autism Advisory
Council, a group of parents and community
members who advise the Museum’s Education
Department on how best to serve children and
adults with autism. Most recently, the Council
consulted on a new day camp for children
with developmental disabilities, created to
address the parents’ articulated need for more
enrichment opportunities that also offer

respite for caregivers. With generous support
from the J.E. & Z.B. Butler Foundation, the
Museum piloted a weeklong All Access Maker
Camp. Held during the spring and summer
breaks, the camp engaged children in design
projects that helped them build problem-solving
and communication skills.
On behalf of over 3,000 children, adults,
caregivers and teachers who benefit from the
Museum’s access programs, we thank you for
making fun, compassionate and customized
learning opportunities possible. Because of
your support, the Museum has become a leader
in providing adapted learning opportunities,
ensuring that anyone, regardless of age or
ability, can have a transformative experience
with history, science and service.
TO L E AR N MORE A B OUT A C C E S S
P RO GR AMS A T T H E MUS E UM, PL E A S E V I S I T
I NTRE P I DMUS E UM.ORG/ A C C E S S .

TOP LEFT: Susana Montes, Autism Advisory Council
TOP RIGHT: Families learn about the signal flags on Intrepid

during a program for children with developmental or
learning disabilities.
BELOW: Astronaut Richard Garriott, who traveled to the
International Space Station in 2008, explores the Soyuz
capsule during an Early Morning Opening for children with
autism and their families.

THE ANCHOR
SOCIETY
is a unique community
of enthusiasts who
are dedicated to the
Museum’s mission
to honor our heroes,
educate the public
and inspire our youth.
When you join the
Anchor Society, you
play a significant
role in sustaining
programs like the All
Access Maker Camp
and the Museum’s
collection of historical
artifacts. You’ll also
enjoy opportunities
for private tours, VIP
access and other
exclusive perks that
are tailored to your
interests.
TO L E A R N M O R E , V I S I T
INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/
A N C H O R S O C I E T Y O R C A LL
64 6 - 3 81-5 274 .
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT HELPS TO
SOLVE A DECADES-OLD MYSTERY
JERRY FEOLA SERVED on Intrepid during the

LEFT: Jerry and his wife

Arlene enjoy volunteering
at the Museum.
RIGHT: Jerry poses in
his flight gear next to a
Skyraider in 1967.

1967 cruise to Vietnam. He was assigned to
squadron VAW-33, flying Skyraiders that
were modified for electronic countermeasures.
These special Skyraiders flew ahead of
Intrepid’s attack planes and jammed the radar
of enemy gun or missile sites so that the attack
planes could safely complete their mission.
For these pilots, the protection of the Skyraider
sometimes meant the difference between
getting shot down and returning to the ship.
For Jerry, this difference was made all too
clear on November 19, 1967. That day, he was
not assigned to fly the mission. His job was to
perform a last-minute safety check on the
Skyraider just before takeoff. As the wings
unfolded and locked into place, Jerry noticed
something wrong. He called off the launch—a
difficult decision for him, then just 20 years
old. He knew that the two Skyhawks in
squadron VA-34 would proceed on their mission
alone, without the supporting Skyraider. Jerry
returned to the ready room to listen to the
Skyhawk pilots over the radio.
When one of those planes was shot down,
Jerry was heartbroken. He felt responsible for
losing the pilot.
At the time, Jerry wrote many letters to his
girlfriend, now wife, Arlene. Over 48 years later,

“My heart still
pounds when I see
that steel ship. It’s
a privilege to share
the stories of
those who served.”

he still had the letter telling her about the
Skyraider incident, and he felt compelled to
donate it to the Museum, where he now serves
as a volunteer. He showed it to Eric Boehm,
the curator of aviation and aircraft restoration.
After confirming the date of Jerry’s incident,
Eric was astounded.
Two years ago, Eric had visited a pilot who
served with squadron VA-34 to interview him
for the Museum’s Oral History Project. The pilot,
Wilson Denver “Denny” Key, had been shot
down on November 19, 1967. He was captured
and spent six years as a prisoner of war.
Denny’s story is now featured in the exhibition
On the Line: Intrepid and the Vietnam War.
Overjoyed, Eric told Jerry that the downed
pilot was not lost, but alive and well. With
the help of the Oral History Project, Jerry was
able to lay a decades-old mystery to rest.
We are now working to connect Jerry and
Denny. In the meantime, Jerry continues to
volunteer at the Museum, where he enjoys
sharing his stories and the stories of so
many others who served. Some of these
stories, we’ve discovered, are still unfolding.
Your support of the Museum made this
remarkable moment possible. Thank you
for helping the Museum to bridge the past
and the future.

ARTIFACT DONOR SPOTLIGHT

“I feel like I ﬁnally
got to know
my dad, through
the personality
of Snipo”
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SNIPO, A FICTIONAL naval aviator whose antics
were illustrated by cartoonist and former crew
member Edward Ritter, was a morale booster
and source of comic relief on Intrepid during
World War II.
The inspiration for Snipo was Gerald
Blankenship, a naval aviator in squadron
VF-18. Gerald passed away shortly after the
war, when his son Gary was only three years
old. The only connection Gary had to his father
growing up was through a scrapbook filled
with photos and Snipo cartoons. When his
mother passed away, Gary decided the most
fitting place for his father’s scrapbook was the
Intrepid Museum.
The Museum’s collection, currently at 14,776
items and growing, exists largely thanks to the
incredible artifact donations from former crew
members and their families. These objects tell
stories that serve as a bridge between the past
and future, connecting generations through
their shared history.
Gary, now a retired architect, spent his
career designing airport terminals—a fitting
pursuit for the son of an aviator. He is happy
to donate the scrapbook to the Museum’s
collection, knowing his dad’s story will be
safely preserved for future generations to
enjoy. “It’s in its rightful place. Dad would be
proud to have it at the Intrepid Museum.”

DEDICATE A SEAT:

COMMEMORATE A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION
Honor an American military service person’s contribution to our nation
through the Seats of Honor program. Your Seat of Honor will be inscribed
in brass with your personal message and will serve as a continual
reminder of the importance of duty, sacrifice and your hero’s individual
service. Dedication ceremonies occur twice a year, on Memorial Day
and Veterans Day.
FO R M O R E I N FO R M AT I O N , V I S I T S E AT S O F H O N O R . O R G O R C A LL 64 6 - 3 81-5 271 .

ABOVE: Selections from E.G. Blankenship’s
scrapbook, including original Snipo cartoons.
Collection of the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space
Museum. Gift of the family of Lt. E.G.
Blankenship (1919-1947). 2016.44
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EMPOWERING
TODAY’S STUDENTS
TO BECOME
TOMORROW’S
LEADERS
THANKS TO THE SUPPORT of our donors, members,

mentors and partners, the Museum’s education
programs have changed the lives of hundreds
of young women and men. The opportunities
offered by the Museum inspire young
people to explore their interests in history,
art, civic engagement and STEM (science,
technology, engineering and math). Hear
from two young leaders from different tracks—
GOALS (Greater Opportunities Advancing
Leadership and Science) for Girls and the Youth
Leadership Institute @ Intrepid (YLI). Both are
rigorous academic programs that incorporate
experiential learning, field trips and networking
sessions with skilled, compassionate mentors.
The two tracks feed into paid internship and
employment opportunities at the Museum,
essential first steps on a career ladder.
Mie, center, and other educators lead Teen Night, a new, free
program that allows teens to explore the Museum after hours.

Jason, far left, and fellow YLI students lead
an education demonstration at the Museum.

JASON: High School Senior and Museum
Intern, YLI Graduate, 2015
“A museum is not just its exhibits. It’s also
about community and reaching out to
educate and make a difference in kids’ lives.”
After graduating from YLI, Jason began
an internship at the Museum focused
on community engagement. He and two
other interns lead lessons and education
demonstrations for the public. They also
perform original sketches for visitors and
students. They pored over transcripts from
the Museum’s Oral History Project and
incorporated firsthand accounts from former
Intrepid crew members into their sketches.
“I would label YLI as a program for student
empowerment and development. I have more
self-confidence because everything we do
is about empowering the student. I never
thought I would be in front of a crowd of
strangers, teaching them about how helicopters
work or how the vacuum of space affects
the human body.”
As a high school senior, Jason’s foremost
goals involve preparing for college. The public
speaking and interpersonal skills he developed
in the Museum’s programs sparked his interest
in pursuing political science in college.
“The Intrepid Museum has also instilled
in me a desire to help and educate others.
I would like to give to my community the
same resources and programs that I’ve had
the privilege of experiencing.”
MIE: Hunter College Freshman and Junior
Museum Educator, GOALS Graduate, 2010
“Because of my time at the Intrepid Museum,
I have decided that my career needs to
comprise some sort of teaching.”
Mie began learning at the Museum in 2010 as
part of the GOALS Summer Intensive. She then

advanced to the GOALS Navigator Internship
offered to Summer Intensive alumnae and
eventually became a junior educator at the
Museum. Mie works with the Museum’s access
initiative, assisting with programs specifically
designed for children with developmental
disabilities, including autism, and their families.
After participating in additional off-site seminars
on disabilities and special education through
the Consortia for Learning and Service to
Special Populations, Mie went on to serve as an
assistant counselor for the Museum’s All Access
Maker Camp—a new camp for children with
developmental disabilities focused on problem
solving and design.
“I became more aware of the range of
abilities people have and have learned ways
to accommodate them . . . I feel a new sense
of comfort in my ability to speak to audiences
composed of people from all walks of life.”
Although she knows she wants to teach, Mie
is still discovering which subjects are most
compelling and inspiring to her after being
exposed to so much at the Museum. She has not
hesitated to explore. Mie also interned with Reel
Works, a filmmaking and mentoring program that
she first learned about during a collaborative
project in GOALS. She created a short film that was
selected for the Brooklyn Youth Media Festival:
Concrete Stories. Her film aired last summer on
Brooklyn Public Network.
“Exposure and immersion are key in finding
what is and isn’t your calling. And just like a
submarine you can come right back up if you
feel what you immersed yourself in isn’t for
you. But don’t stay on the surface. Submerge
again, until eventually you find your treasure!”
So many other young people like Jason
and Mie have benefited from your support
of the Museum’s education programs.
Thank you for making their life-changing
experiences possible.

Mie, left, works
with participants
in an Early Morning
Opening.
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BECOME A
MEMBER!

E N J O Y G R E AT B E N E F I T S :

A drone used in hurricane research.
Courtesy of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration

DRONES: IS THE SKY THE LIMIT?
DRONES ALLOW US TO REACH, see and influence

CO-CURATORS: MARY (MISSY) L. CUMMINGS

more of the world than ever before. What
impact—intended or otherwise—will this
technology have on our lives? This is the
driving question behind Drones: Is the Sky
the Limit?, a new exhibition opening at the
Museum on May 5, 2017.
Drones will be the first major museum
exhibition on pilotless aircraft. It will explore
the history of the technology, beginning with
its military development during World War I,
and highlight current applications for global
humanitarian and environmental issues.
The exhibition will feature historic artifacts,
model airplanes, three-dimensional computer
renderings, immersive installations and rare
videos, as well as functioning modern drones,
including NASA’s Extreme Access Flyer and
Lady Gaga’s drone dress. Visitors will have the
chance to fly a virtual drone through a
challenging landscape, experiencing
technology rarely available to the public.
The Museum will also offer related
programs for students, educators and the
general public, including panels with experts,
flight demonstrations, teacher professional
development and gaming—all aimed to
promote dialogue on this growing technology
and its ethical implications.

is the director of the Humans and Autonomy
Lab at Duke University. She served as a
naval officer and military pilot from 1988
to 1999 and was one of the Navy’s first
female fighter pilots. She is currently
a professor in the Duke Department of
Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science,
the Duke Institute of Brain Sciences, and
the Duke Electrical and Computer Engineering
Department.
ALEX ANDER J. STIMPSON is a research scientist
in the Department of Mechanical Engineering
and Materials Science at Duke University.
He specializes in the application of machine
learning models to complex data sets involving
human-machine interaction. His current
research interests include human supervisory
control, decision support systems, artificial
intelligence and data mining.
ERIC BOEHM is the curator of aviation and

aircraft restoration at the Intrepid Museum.
He possesses comprehensive knowledge of
aircraft, stemming from his 20-year career
in aircraft maintenance in the U.S. Air Force.
He has led the research and preservation
efforts for the Museum’s aircraft collection
for the past 10 years.

CHART A COURSE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.
The Legacy Society recognizes Museum supporters who have shown
their passion for science and history by including the Museum in
their estate plans.
To learn more about the Legacy Society and planned giving, visit
intrepidmuseum.org/legacysociety or call 646-381-5271.

- Free priority
admission to the
Museum all year
- Discounts on tickets,
with advance sales
for public programs
- Invitations to
members-only events,
exhibition previews
and much more!
TO J O I N , V I S I T
INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG/
M E M B E R S H I P O R C A LL
64 6 - 3 81-5 0 3 0 .

UPCOMING EVENTS
FALL/WINTER 2016

Special Exhibition: Don’t Be a
Dilbert! U.S. Navy Safety Posters
Now Open
See the Museum’s collection
of World War II safety posters,
illustrated by noted cartoonist
Robert Osborn.
Special Exhibition: Ports of Call
Now Open
Intrepid ’s missions took the ship
and crew to cities around the
globe—Cannes and Copenhagen,
Halifax and Hong Kong, Singapore
and Sydney. Ports of Call explores
the significance of these journeys
to the young sailors who formed
Intrepid ’s crew.
Kids Week
February 20-25
Bring kids to the Museum for
hands-on activities, special guests,
live demos and more during the
school break.
VISIT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG
TO L E A R N M O R E A B O U T T H E S E
A N D OT H E R U P C O M I N G E V E N T S .

Office of Institutional Advancement
One Intrepid Square
W. 46th Street & 12th Avenue, New York, NY 10036-4103

EDWARD RITTER WAS a pilot on board Intrepid during World War II. He
depicted the day-to-day experiences of aircraft carrier pilots in a series
of comic cartoons starring the character Snipo. Here, he captures the
relief of a safe landing. Ed’s granddaughter Valerie Junge generously
donated his cartoons to the Museum. Learn more about the fascinating
history behind them on page 4.
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