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I served as a flight surgeon on board Intrepid during the peak of the Vietnam War, and I consider my 
time in service one of the most important episodes and educations of my life. I remember being part 
of an Intrepid crew sent to aid in the rescue and recovery efforts in the aftermath of the catastrophic 
fire aboard USS Forrestal in July 1967. This event helped channel my future medical career into the 
practice and teaching of plastic and reconstructive surgery. 

My brother, Brian Marshall, also happened to serve on Intrepid, in 1971–1973. He had a remarkable 
passion for education and service and was an inspiration to me. While in college, he led a group 
that tutored disadvantaged high school students and encouraged them to remain in school. This 
experience led to his appointment by Intrepid ’s captain as a liaison responsible for improving 
relations between black and white sailors on board. In part because of this, I was humbled to 
dedicate a Seat of Honor in his memory at the Museum, securing his part of Intrepid ’s legacy.
 
It is my hope that the stories of Intrepid and the 50,000 men who served aboard will continue to be 
passed on so that future generations can better their lives from our experiences.
 
I am looking forward to celebrating the 75th anniversary of Intrepid ’s commissioning with my fellow 
crew members this August. This milestone anniversary is an opportunity to reconnect with old 
friends, honor those crew members we have lost over the years and share our personal stories with 
our families. 
 
Intrepid  means a great deal to me, and I regard the Museum as part of my family. 
 
I will always be supportive.
 
 
 

Kenneth A. Marshall, MD, LCDR, USNR

“ This milestone anniversary is an opportunity to reconnect 
with old friends, honor those crew members we have lost over 
the years and share our personal stories with our families.”

BELOW LEFT: Former crew member Kenneth Marshall. BELOW RIGHT: Kenneth’s brother Brian Marshall while serving on Intrepid.
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS

ONLY 10 SEATS 
REMAINING

Honor an American military 
service person’s contribution 

to our nation with a Seat of 
Honor. Your Seat of Honor will 

be inscribed in brass with your 
personal message and will serve 
as a reminder of the importance 
of duty, sacrifice and your hero’s 
service for generations to come.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
VISIT SEATSOFHONOR.ORG  

OR CALL 646-381-5271.
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FLEET WEEK 
May 23–28
Join us for a special lineup of programs and 
performances, including hands-on activities on the 
pier and a free screening of Top Gun on the flight deck.
 
SALUTE TO FREEDOM GALA
May 24
Celebrate the men and women of the armed forces 
at the Museum’s annual gala.
 
MEMORIAL DAY MEMBERS BREAKFAST 
May 28
Enjoy breakfast with the service men and women 
who will unfurl the flag during the Memorial Day 
Ceremony on the pier.
 
INTREPID AFTER HOURS 
June 4; July 10
Military veterans and service members are invited 
to experience the Museum at night. Explore the 
Museum without the crowds, and then join peers for 
conversation, a creative exercise and a catered dinner.

DR. STRANGELOVE SCREENING & 
DISCUSSION
June 7
Join us for a screening of this classic satire and a 
conversation with New Yorker film critic David Denby 
and James M. Lindsay of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 
 

FAMILY ASTRONOMY NIGHT
June 8; July 20; August 3
Enjoy family-friendly talks by cutting-edge 
scientists, stargazing on the flight deck and shows 
in our pop-up planetarium. 
 
 

WESTSIDE EATS COMMUNITY FOOD FESTIVAL 
June 9 & 10
Get a taste of Hell’s Kitchen! More than 20 eateries 
will set up shop on Pier 86 and offer a sampling 
of the local fare. Hear live music and enjoy the 
waterfront while eating and drinking al fresco from 
popular Hell’s Kitchen haunts.
 
STORIES WITHIN 
June 12
Led by Museum staff, small groups explore the 
Museum and reflect on the history of the ship and 
the stories of people who served. This multisensory 
experience is designed to spark conversation and 
reflection for individuals with dementia and their 
caregivers.

OPERATION SLUMBER 
June 22; July 13 (adults-only), 18, 26;  
August 1 & 4
Spend a night aboard Intrepid! Get exclusive 
access to the ship and Space Shuttle Pavilion, and 
sleep among the aircraft, just like enlisted sailors 
once did.  

MEMBERS NIGHT 
June 29
Experience the Museum after hours. Watch Wonder 
Woman on the flight deck, and enjoy talks, behind-
the-scenes access to our collection, demos and 
planetarium shows.  

SUMMER MOVIE SERIES 
June 29; July 13, 27; August 10, 24
Watch free movies on the flight deck, under the 
stars! 

UPCOMING E VENTS  
AND PROGRAMS  

ACCESS FAMILY PROGRAM 
July 8; August 5
Children (ages 5–17) with learning and 
developmental disabilities take a guided, interactive 
tour of the Museum and participate in art-making 
activities that the whole family can enjoy.

JEROME ROBBINS: DANCING THE STORY 
August 9
Discover Jerome Robbins’s Broadway legacy and 
revisit some of his enduring works, including On 
the Town, in this panel discussion and performance 
celebrating the birthday centennial of Jerome Robbins 
and Leonard Bernstein.  

INTREPID’S 75TH COMMISSIONING ANNIVERSARY 
August 16
Join former crew members and their families 
in celebrating Intrepid’s 75 years of history and 
service.

SEATS OF HONOR CEREMONY 
August 18
The Museum dedicates Seats of Honor in the  
Allison & Howard Lutnick Theater to American 
veterans and members of the military. Join us as 
we recognize their service, commemorate their 
sacrifice and honor them for defending our country. 

GROWLER’S 60TH COMMISSIONING 
ANNIVERSARY 
August 30
Join former crew members and their families 
in celebrating Growler’s 60 years of history and 
service. 

Access family programs at the Museum are generously supported by the FAR Fund, the Barker Welfare Foundation and the Antun Foundation. These programs are also supported in part by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.

CREDIT: Reist Photography

Summer Movie Series on the flight deck

VISIT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG TO LEARN MORE.
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This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
Intrepid’s commissioning. Throughout the 
year, the Museum will offer opportunities for 
the public to contemplate our nation’s history 
alongside that of Intrepid, hear from former crew 
members about their experiences and tell their 
own stories of service. We hope that you will join 
us in supporting the exhibitions, programs and 
ongoing preservation efforts that honor the legacy 
of Intrepid and inspire all visitors who walk its 
historic decks. Visit intrepidmuseum.org/75give 
to make your gift today. 

Join us for these special opportunities throughout 
the year: 

• Monthly video series. Staff, former crew 
members and friends of the Museum will 
share their thoughts on Intrepid’s legacy. 

• New general tour. The tour  
75 Years of Intrepid: In the Seas, In the 
Skies offers visitors an in-depth look at 
the ship’s history. It will be supplemented 
by a new daily Tour Guide Talk that shares 
never-before-heard stories about the ship. 

• Pop-up exhibition. Intrepid A to Z will 
explore the experiences of Intrepid’s 
crew through artifacts, archives and 

ABOVE: The 2017 Fleet Week Memorial Day 
Ceremony. Former crew members and their 
families at Intrepid’s 70th Commissioning 
Anniversary Ceremony. 
 
RIGHT: Rare historical photos of Intrepid and 
its crew during its time in service.

media never before seen by the public. 
Each artifact in the alphabet will be 
accompanied by commentary from former 
crew members, veterans and members of 
the Museum’s curatorial staff. 

• Fleet Week. This week of festivities pays 
tribute to our service men and women. It 
will include the Memorial Day Ceremony 
on the pier and the Salute to Freedom gala 
honoring the Fisher Family. 

• Anniversary celebration. From Thursday, 
August 16, through Sunday, August 19, the 
Museum will welcome home hundreds of 
former crew members and their families to 
honor and celebrate Intrepid. The celebration 
will begin on Thursday morning with a 
ceremony on the flight deck, featuring 
remarks by the Chief of Naval Operations. 
That evening, all crew members and 
their families are invited to dinner aboard 
Intrepid, with the Secretary of the Navy 
attending as the keynote speaker. The 
celebration will continue throughout the 
weekend with opportunities to tour the 
Museum, connect with crew members 
from all eras of Intrepid’s history and share 
stories of service. 
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INTREPID’S 75TH COMMISSIONING ANNIVERSARY

Intrepid remains an important link to our nation’s history. The Museum is 
privileged to share its story with visitors of all ages and abilities, and we 
hope to do so for another 75 years—with your help.

To support the Museum’s ongoing efforts to preserve Intrepid and the 
stories of its crew, make a gift today! Visit intrepidmuseum.org/75give or 
use the enclosed response envelope.

INTREPID ARTIFACTS

While flying over 
Vietnam, Intrepid aviators 
typically wore helmets like this one. Pilots often decorated their helmets 
using colored tape. Will Zimmerman’s helmet bears his initial, the letter Z, 
on the side. Gift of Will Zimmerman. 2015.37.19

The artifacts and memorabilia donated by former crew members and their families give our curators invaluable insight into life at sea 
and the experience of service. The Museum’s skilled staff carefully preserve these artifacts for future generations and use them to enrich 
exhibitions and programs here at the Museum. The artifacts below are all part of the collection of the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum.

Launching and landing aircraft aboard an 
aircraft carrier was dangerous work. To 
bring organization to potential chaos, crew 
members on the flight deck wore colorful 
shirts to indicate their jobs. The sailors 
who oversaw aircraft movements on the 
flight deck wore yellow jerseys like this 
one. Gift of Roger Weible, V-1 Div. 1963–67. 
2012.56.04

John George Thomas Jr. served on board Intrepid as a gunner’s mate from 1943 to 
1946. One side of his suitcase pictures Intrepid with the phrase “Homeward Bound,” 
and the other side has a Corsair with a list of places that Intrepid visited in the Pacific. 
Gift of the family of John George Thomas Jr. 2017.48

During the Vietnam War, 
sailors and aviators 
dubbed the U.S. Seventh 
Fleet the “Tonkin 
Gulf Yacht Club,” a 
nickname immortalized 
on souvenirs like 
this patch. Gift of 
Thomas “T.G.” Williams. 
2013.101.16

Some sailors on board Intrepid 
transformed everyday naval objects 
into souvenirs or works of folk art. Oscar 
“Red” Midling—a machinist’s mate on 
Intrepid from 1943 to 1944—crafted 
this bracelet for his wife, Mary. Gift of 
Linda and George Galante, niece and 
nephew. 2012.70.01
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Growler was one of the first submarines used 
as a covert platform for nuclear weapons. In 
service from 1958 to 1964, Growler patrolled 
the frigid waters off the coast of the Soviet 
Union. Its crew of 90 men, all volunteers, stood 
ready to launch a nuclear missile—an order 
that they hoped would never come. 

To mark the 60th anniversary of Growler’s 
commissioning, the Museum opened 
A View from the Deep: The Submarine Growler 
& the Cold War, a new exhibition that sheds 
more light on this significant artifact and its 
secret mission during some of the tensest 
years of the Cold War.  

The world today was indelibly shaped by the 
Cold War: its geopolitics, its domestic politics, 
its science and technology. A View from the 
Deep captures the modern imagination by 
unveiling chapters from Cold War history 
through the lens of Growler and its crew. 
The exhibition is accompanied by a series of 
dynamic programs for students, teachers and 
the general public. 
 
The exhibition’s content draws from the 
Museum’s collection, including photographs, 
uniforms and artifacts donated by former 
crew members, archives from Growler’s naval 
service and collections from other institutions. 
Oral histories offer a firsthand look at life on 
the submarine and the motivations of the men 
who volunteered to serve there. The Museum 
has conducted more than 30 interviews with 
Growler former crew members.  
 
Thanks to a partnership with the interactive 
design company Blue Telescope, a 3D digital 
model of the submarine allows visitors to look 
inside and learn about Growler’s major systems 

ABOVE & BELOW:  Photos of Growler. P2017.28.09 (below).

while listening to corresponding oral history 
excerpts. The Museum also collaborated with 
the Stevens Institute of Technology’s SCENE 
Lab to develop two interactive elements. A 
special vibration booth conveys the sensations 
of being on board Growler as it moved on 
patrol, and a sonar listening station simulates 
the experience of Growler’s highly trained 
sonarmen, who interpreted the sounds of the 
ocean to navigate and avoid detection by Soviet 
forces. 

A View from the Deep opened on May 11. 

A View from the Deep: The Submarine Growler & the Cold War 
is supported in part by a grant from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services. Rehabilitation of Growler was supported 
in part by National Maritime Heritage Grant funding from 
the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
administered by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation. Educational programming has been 
made possible in part by a major grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the human 
endeavor. Public programs in association with this exhibition 
have been made possible by the New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and 
the New York State Legislature. 
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WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!
There are many ways to get  
involved at the Museum. 
 
BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Interested in volunteering at  
the Museum? Please contact  
volunteers@intrepidmuseum.org  
or 646-381-5058.

HELP OUR COLLECTION GROW
Are you interested in donating  
objects to the Museum’s  
collection? Please contact  
collections@intrepidmuseum.org.

HELP US CONNECT WITH FORMER  
CREW MEMBERS
Did you or a family member serve  
on Intrepid? Please contact  
Matthew Costantino at  
mcostantino@intrepidmuseum.org  
or 646-381-5271. 

MENTOR YOUNG WOMEN IN STEAM
We are seeking dynamic women  
from STEAM (science, technology,  
engineering, art and math) fields  
to serve as mentors in our GOALS  
for Girls programs. If you’re  
interested in sharing your  
skills with our students, please  
contact Shay Saleem at   
ssaleem@intrepidmuseum.org
or 646-381-5168.

A VIE W FROM THE DEEP 
E XHIBITION PRE VIE W
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The Museum’s collection now reaches far 
beyond the steel walls of the ship, making the 
rich history of Intrepid, the submarine Growler 
and other signature artifacts accessible to 
those who cannot visit the Museum.  

A selection of the Museum’s 16,000 archival 
pieces and oral histories is now available 
online. Digitizing the Museum’s collection was 
a major undertaking. To make the collection 
searchable, staff needed to customize a 
standard vocabulary list to fit the Museum’s 
unique collection. The team then scanned 
paper archives and photographed artifacts, 
uploaded the digital content to the website, 
and tagged each entry with appropriate 
keywords and data. After two years of 
development, the Museum’s archives became 
available online in November 2017.
 
Thanks to this industrious behind-the-
scenes work, the Museum’s online archives 
have become a user-friendly resource. Since 
its launch, more people are contacting the 
Museum to submit research requests and to 
donate historical materials to the collection. 
 
The education team plans to use the online 
archives to demonstrate archival research 
skills during the Museum’s upcoming 
summer institute The Cold War through  
the Collections of the Intrepid Museum.  
The two-week institute will be for middle 
school and high school history teachers.  
The online archives will give teachers 
access to primary sources that will bring 
the Cold War to life for their students. This 
program is supported by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.

The Museum made archival pieces and 
oral histories available online with the help 
of ArchivesSpace. ArchivesSpace is an 
open-source application used by libraries, 
museums and universities all over the 
world, including the Smithsonian Institution, 
Harvard University, Stanford University and 
the New York Public Library. 

Explore the Museum’s collection at 
intrepidmuseum.org/collections. 

A view of the hangar deck on Google Arts & Culture

The Museum has also partnered with  
Google Arts & Culture to provide global 
access to many of its historical spaces, 
artifacts and archives. It launched its 
first digital exhibition On Liberty, At 
War: Intrepid’s Ports of Call during the 
Vietnam War, which focuses on the 
ship’s port visits between 1966 and 
1969 and the significance of these 
journeys to Intrepid’s crew. And using 
Google’s Street View feature, users can 
now virtually explore Intrepid, Growler, 
the British Airways Concorde and the 
Space Shuttle Pavilion from anywhere  
in the world.  

View the Museum’s Google Arts & 
Culture page at  
artsandculture.google.com/partner/
intrepid-sea-air-and-space-museum.

DIGITIZING THE 
MUSEUM’S COLLECTION

The Museum’s collection  
on Google Arts & Culture.

The Museum’s collection  
on ArchivesSpace



Collection of the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum.  
Gift of former crew member Jack Gabler. 2017.56.01.
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Submarine sailors are considered an elite 
group. New sailors must learn how to use all 
the vital equipment on the submarine before 
they qualify as submariners. After weeks of 
studying and training, they are awarded a 
pair of dolphins, which symbolize that they 
can be trusted in an emergency and are part 
of the crew. 
 
Submariners reverently wear these dolphins 
as a badge of honor. Thank you to Growler 
former crew member Jack Gabler for 
entrusting his own dolphins to the Museum 
for preservation and care.


