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Watching Neil Armstrong walk on the Moon—50 years ago this July—inspired me to become an 
astronaut. The emotions I felt watching Neil take his first steps on the Moon carried me through 
countless math and science courses in high school and beyond. When I finally met Neil during 
my first week as a NASA astronaut, he taught me a valuable lesson: focus on your job first and 
then after you’ve found success, use that success to inspire others. This is why I’m proud to serve 
as a senior space advisor at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum—a center of innovation and 
exploration, where over one million visitors learn about history and science each year.  

To me, the Museum stands out for its range of space and science history on display. It is home 
to the aircraft carrier Intrepid, which recovered the Mercury and Gemini space capsules, the 
space shuttle Enterprise and the contemporary Soyuz capsule that was designed in the 1960s 
and still serves as the primary mode of transportation to and from the International Space 
Station. I never tire of working within close proximity to these iconic pieces of technology that 
are the foundation of all the Museum’s exhibitions and programs.  

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission this year, the Museum is excited 
to expand its space and science programs to inspire a love of science and learning among visitors 
of all ages. We’re growing existing programs like Astronomy Nights and our daily planetarium 
shows, and will also premiere new initiatives, like Free Fridays, and new exhibitions that present 
significant moments in the history of space exploration, like Media, the Moon and Beyond. 

I’m humbled to be a member of Team Intrepid, and I look forward to marking the momentous 
50th anniversary of the moon landing here at the Museum with all of you this year.  

Mike Massimino
Senior Advisor for Space Programs, Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum
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DOUBLE 
THE IMPACT 
OF YOUR GIFT!
Many companies offer a 
matching gift program to 
encourage philanthropy 
among their employees. 
 
Visit doublethedonation.com/
intrepidmuseum to find out 
if your employer matches 
charitable contributions. 
 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Alice 
Stryker at astryker@
intrepidmuseum.org or 
646-381-5279.

Apollo 11 Lunar Module ascent stage 
photographed from Command Module



SAVE THE DATE! FREE FRIDAYS
April 26, May 31, June 21, July 19,  
August 16, September 27, October 25
The Intrepid Museum invites neighbors near  
and far to come explore! Experience the 
Museum's engaging exhibits and enjoy a 
variety of free after-hours programming 
including lively conversations, exciting 
performances, telescopes for viewing the night 
sky and more!   

SUMMER MOVIE SERIES
May 24 & 31, June 21, July 19, August 16
Watch a movie on the ship’s flight deck, 
under the stars! Free admission tickets are 
distributed first-come, first-served.

INTREPID AFTER HOURS 
June 19, September 19
Military veterans and service members are 
invited to experience the Museum at night. 
Explore without the crowds and join peers for 
conversation, a creative exercise and a catered 
dinner. Free. Registration required.

ACCESS FAMILY PROGRAMS 
May 19, June 16, July 14, August 4, 
September 15
Families can take a guided, interactive tour 
of the Museum and participate in art-making 
activities that everyone can enjoy. Children 
(ages 5-17) with learning and developmental 
disabilities or teens (15+) and adults with 
developmental disabilities. Visit our website for 
the complete schedule. 

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT INTREPIDMUSEUM.ORG.  
 
Programs are subject to change.
 
 

Access family programs at the Museum are 
generously supported by the FAR Fund, the 
Barker Welfare Foundation and the Antun 
Foundation. These programs are also supported 
in part by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership 
with the City Council. Stories Within is made 
possible in part thanks to the Andrew W.  
Mellon Foundation.

The Intrepid Museum is a private not-for-profit 
institution. All support helps to fulfill our mission 
to promote the awareness and understanding 
of history, science and service through 
collections, exhibitions and programming, in 
order to honor our heroes, educate the public and 
inspire our youth. 

02UPCOMING E VENTS AND PROGRAMS

PH
OT

O:
 E

rik
a 

Ka
pi

n

FLEET WEEK
May 22-27
Join us for a special lineup of programs and 
performances, including hands-on activities 
on the pier and a free screening of Top Gun 
on the flight deck.

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE:  PARADE OF SHIPS VIEWING
May 22
Kick off Fleet Week by watching the Parade 
of Ships from Intrepid’s fantail—a private 
“front-row” seat right on the Hudson River.

SALUTE TO FREEDOM GALA
May 23 
Join us for the Museum’s annual gala. 
Learn more at intrepidmuseum.org/salute. 

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE: 
 MEMORIAL DAY BREAKFAST
May 27
Members at the Dual level and above are 
invited to join us for a catered breakfast at 
the Museum before taking their reserved 
seats for the Memorial Day Ceremony.

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
May 27
Attend the Museum’s special ceremony 
honoring our country’s dedicated service 
men and women. 
 

STORIES WITHIN
April 18, May 16, June 27, September 12 
Educators lead small groups of individuals 
with dementia and their care partners on a 
multi-sensory experience, including historic 
photographs, handling objects, singing songs 
and sharing stories. Free. Registration required.

COLLEGE FAIR
April 20
Upper middle and high school students 
are invited to learn about the college 
application process in an intimate and unique 
setting, speak with college and university 
representatives and participate in workshop 
sessions. Free. Registration required.

INNOVATORS
Life on Earth: Brought to You by Satellite
April 26
Robert Bell of Space & Satellite Professionals 
International will discuss the many ways 
satellites drive our world—from TVs and 
computers, to weather forecasts and maps. 
Ages 21+. Free. Registration required.

MILITARY FAMILY PROGRAMS
May 5, July 28
For current and former military service 
members and their families, these programs 
include a hands-on tour of the Museum, 
experiments and design challenges to engage 
the whole family. Free. Registration required.

ASTRONOMY NIGHT: APOLLO 11 ANNIVERSARY
July 19
Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 
moon landing with a talk by special guests from 
NASA, stargazing on the flight deck (weather 
permitting), shows in our pop-up planetarium 
and more! Free. Registration required. 
 
UPRIGHT CITIZENS BRIGADE TOURING CO.
July 20
Join us for a night of comedy, history and 
science beneath the space shuttle Enterprise. 
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the historic 
Apollo 11 moon landing with the Upright Citizens 
Brigade Touring Co., astronaut Mike Massimino, 
a NASA expert and a very special guest. Ages 
21+. Purchase tickets online. $15/ticket. 
 
MEMBER EXCLUSIVE: MEMBERS NIGHT
September 9
Experience the Museum after hours, exclusively 
for members and their guests. Enjoy talks, free 
simulator rides and behind-the-scenes access 
to our collection. Not a member? Learn more at 
intrepidmuseum.org/membership. 

FleetWeek



On July 20th, 1969, people around the 
world paused their daily routines to watch 
and listen as American astronauts first set 
foot on the Moon. 

To mark the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 mission, the Museum will open 
an artful installation in the Space Shuttle 
Pavilion this spring entitled Media, the 
Moon and Beyond to connect visitors 
with the emotions experienced by those 
who witnessed this historic moment. This 
imaginative installation will be on view 
beneath the space shuttle Enterprise and 
will feature media from 1969, displayed 
through vintage televisions and radios of 
the day. The installation will also bridge the 
decades and feature footage from other 
momentous space achievements, like the 
launch of Space Lab and the Hubble Space 
Telescope, and speculate on the next great 
achievements in space exploration. 

The Museum will organize an array of public 
and educational programs and daily science 
demonstrations in the Space Shuttle Pavilion 
to contextualize this exciting installation. 
Education staff will offer a guided experience 
in the Museum’s pop-up planetarium to take 
visitors of all ages on an immersive journey 
through the small steps that resulted in 
humanity’s giant leap to the Moon.

In conjunction with the installation, 60 
New York City school teachers will receive 
professional development credit for a one-
day in-depth training entitled Celebrating 
the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo Moon 

Apollo 11 launching on July 16, 1969.

Landing. This training will utilize the 
installation along with other Museum and 
NASA resources to explore the historical 
context and science behind this important 
event. The training will take place on June 6 
and is made possible through the support 
of an anonymous donor. Up to 24 teachers 
will also receive a week-long immersion in 
Cold War history during a summer institute, 
which will include an investivation of the 
Space Race and this installation. 

During the weekend of July 19-21, we 
will host several events celebrating this 
momentous anniversary. At our Free 
Friday on July 19, NASA's Noah Petro, 
Deputy Project Scientist for the Lunar 
Reconnaissance Orbiter, will talk about 
current investigations of the Moon 
and share new images from the Lunar 
Reconnaissance Orbiter. On July 20, there 
will be a discussion with Mike Massimino, 
former NASA astronaut and senior space 
advisor at the Museum, and a theatrical/
comedic improv performance by the 
Upright Citizens Brigade Touring Co.  

Through Media, the Moon and Beyond and 
its accompanying programs, the Museum 
will shine a spotlight on the extraordinary 
scientific and human achievement of the 
Apollo 11 mission, and set the stage for the 
space exploration of tomorrow. � 

Media, the Moon and Beyond is generously supported 
by Pamela Liebman and Michael Krouse.   
Additional support is provided by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

SPECIAL INSTALL ATION MEDIA , THE MOON 
AND BE YOND TO OPEN AT THE MUSEUM
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04 YE AR OF INNOVATION

JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE INNOVATION

At the Intrepid Museum, we amplify the voices and stories of pilots, submariners, engineers and 
astronauts to inspire a love of science and learning in millions of visitors. This year, we are excited to expand 

our space and science programs to spark the imaginations of future explorers and change makers!

Make a gift today and help make these programs possible. 
 A gift in any amount will help us inspire future explorers and change makers! 
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ANDRE W W. MELLON FOUNDATION GRANT WILL  
E XPAND THE MUSEUM’S STORIES WITHIN PROGRAM 

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has 
awarded the Museum a two-year pilot 
grant to support an expansion of Stories 
Within, a program series for individuals 
with dementia and their care partners. 
Led by trained Museum staff, the 
programs allow small groups to explore 
the Museum after-hours and reflect 
on the history of the ship, the science 
behind the aircraft in our collection 
and the stories of the individuals who 
served. These multi-sensory experiences 
are designed to spark memory and 
conversation. 

Thanks to the Mellon Foundation’s 
support, the Museum is now able to 
increase its reach to serve even more 
people with dementia and their care 
partners throughout New York City’s 
five boroughs. The funding will also 
support the development of tea dances 
in partnership with Rhythm Break Cares. 
Tea dances will include dance instructors, 
music from Intrepid’s years in active 

service and presentations from Museum 
educators offering a bridge to the existing 
Stories Within program. The Museum will 
also begin delivering music and arts-
based Stories Within programming once 
a month at community venues in the 
five boroughs. The programs highlight 
how sailors bonded and spent their time 
when they were not working—generally 
by listening to and playing music. 
We anticipate reaching a total of 600 
new participants through these hour-
long programs at community partner 
locations. 

In an effort to recognize and thank 
those who take care of people living with 
dementia, the Museum will also offer an 
appreciation event on board Intrepid in 
July. This event will provide care partners 
with a chance to socialize, network and 
celebrate the work they do to support 
people with dementia. The Museum 
will partner with CaringKind to recruit 
additional care partners to participate. �

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU!
There are many ways to get  
involved at the Museum. 
 
BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Interested in volunteering at  
the Museum? Please contact  
volunteers@intrepidmuseum.org  
or 646-381-5058.

HELP OUR COLLECTION GROW
Are you interested in donating  
objects to the Museum’s  
collection? Please contact  
collections@intrepidmuseum.org.

CONNECT US WITH FORMER  
CREW MEMBERS
Did you or a family member serve  
on Intrepid or Growler? Please contact  
Zach Murray at 646-381-5271 or  
zmurray@intrepidmuseum.org. 

MENTOR YOUNG WOMEN IN STEAM
We are seeking dynamic women  
from science, technology,  
engineering, art and math fields  
to serve as mentors in our GOALS  
for Girls programs. If you’re interested  
in sharing your skills with students,  
please contact Shay Saleem at  
646-381-5168 or 
ssaleem@intrepidmuseum.org.
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In conjunction with the annual 
Smithsonian Museum Day in September 
2018, the Museum opened Defying 
Gravity: Women in Space, an augmented 
reality (AR) experience in the Space 
Shuttle Pavilion, powered by Microsoft. 
The experience shares the stories of 
previously unsung women in the U.S. 
space program brought to life through 
Microsoft HoloLens headsets and hosted 
by a holographic Dr. Mae Jemison, the first 
woman of color to go into space.  

Visitors wear HoloLens headsets and 
join Dr. Jemison for a tour through 
space history. On the tour, participants 
are invited to explore both physical 
artifacts, like the space shuttle 
Enterprise, and digital representations 
of astronomical phenomena, like a 
galaxy of stars, all while Dr. Jemison 
introduces women who made important 
contributions to space exploration. 
Featured women include mathematician 
Katherine Johnson, a pioneer in space 

exciting way for us to utilize cutting-
edge technology to tell important 
stories in a compelling and relevant 
way, and our collaborations with 
Microsoft and Smithsonian helped  
make that possible,” said Susan 
Marenoff-Zausner, Museum president. � 

science and computing, and astronaut 
Peggy Whitson, who has logged more 
cumulative time in outer space than 
any U.S. astronaut.  

In addition to Defying Gravity, the 
Museum premiered an International 
Space Station (ISS) VR experience also 
located in the Space Shuttle Pavilion. 
This experience invites visitors to take 
a virtual reality (VR) trip to the ISS and 
experience what it’s like to work, learn 
and live in its microgravity environment.  

The Museum is investing in mixed 
reality technology as a new way to 
connect visitors with the history and 
science on view. The AR/VR technology 
allows our curatorial team to add 
more information on top of existing 
exhibitions and artifacts. “We are 
thrilled so many people come to 
experience the Museum’s content, 
historic artifacts and particularly our 
new mixed reality experiences. It’s an 

 AUGMENTED AND VIRTUAL RE ALIT Y 
AT THE MUSEUM
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In 2014, the Museum acquired a prototype of the famous A-1 Skyraider. The aircraft at the Museum is number 17 and the oldest surviving 
example in existence. The Museum is proud to possess the Skyraider in its aircraft collection, especially because the Skyraider series has such 
an important connection with the service career of Intrepid. After four years of continuous work by the Museum’s aircraft restoration team, the 
Museum is proud to unveil Skyraider at our first Free Friday evening on April 26th where it will be on display on the flight deck for all visitors to see. 
 
The restoration of Skyraider has been generously supported by Travis Patton and Jeff Seese, Thomas and Mary Laraine Hines, Kenneth B. 
and Tudy Russell, Peter and Mary Rose Weiland, Joseph R. and Geraldine Bracken, Mike Skirka, and Willard and Carolyn Zimmerman.

A Douglas AD Skyraider lands on the starboard aft portion of Intrepid's flight deck 
in 1956. Collection of the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum. P00.2013.01.234


